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Biography

Born in Antigo, Wisconsin in 1919, Edward John Carnell was the son of a Baptist minister. He
majored in philosophy under Dr. Gordon Haddon Clark at Wheaton College receiving his B.A in
1941. He also received the degrees of Bachelor of Theology and Th.M. from Westminster
Theological Seminary, in 1944, and was ordained that year into the Baptist ministry. He served
as a pastor while studying at Harvard Divinity School where he received the degree of Doctor of
Theology in 1948. He completed his graduate work at Boston University where he earned his
Ph.D, having written his dissertation on "The Problem of Verification in Soren Kierkegaard."

After serving for three years on the faculty of Gordon College and Divinity School, Dr. Carnell
began teaching apologetics and philosophy at Fuller Theological Seminary in 1948, until his
death in 1967. During these years he taught adult Sunday School classes and often preached at
Lake Avenue Congregational Church where he was a member. From 1954 to 1959 he was
President of the Seminary.

A well-known theological author, his books include An Introduction to Christian Apologetics
(1948); a prize-winning volume used as a textbook in apologetics, The Theology of Reinhold
Niebuhr (1950); A Philosophy of the Christian Religion (1952); Christian Commitment (1957);
The Case for Orthodox Theology (1959); The Kingdom of Love and the Pride of Life (1960);
and The Burden of Soren Kierkegaard (1965).

Scope and Content

The Edward John Carnell: Presidential Papers, 1954-2008 contain Seminary-related
correspondence, addresses and administrative papers of the second President (1954-1959) of
Fuller Theological Seminary, Edward John Carnell.

Other records include promotional letters and reports, copies of his letters of recommendation,
his inaugural address and order of service, a CD of audio recordings of some of his addresses,
photos on CD, clippings and brochures concerning the seminary, his memorial leaflets and
tributes, files on the re-issue of his books, an Anthology of his works and the Memorial Portrait
of Carnell, as well as recordings of the Carnell Memorial chapel held at Fuller in 2008.

Subjects:
Carnell, Edward John, 1919-1967
Fuller Theological Seminary



Box Inventory

Box 1: Presidential Correspondence 1954-1959 - Edward John Carnell

Folder Correspondent Date | #
1 Adams, Ken — Christian Literature Crusade — Chapel speaker 1959 1
1 Ainley, William 1957 1
1 Albert, Beth - Chapel speaker 1957 1
1 Alexander, John — Chapel speaker 1959 1
2 Allen, Paul S. 1958 2
3 Alsen, Clifford R, 1957 3

4-5 American 1958 3
6 Anderson, J.N.D. 1958 1
6 Anderson, Joyce L. — FTS faculty recommended books request | 1958 4
6 Anderson, Lloyd T. 1957 1
7 Anderson, Ray 1958 1
8 Andreasen, P.J. — Gypsy Rest, Dr. Pillai 1955-56 | 13
9 Appelman, Hyman - Chapel speaker 1956 3
9 Appelquist, A.R., Christian Ministry to Service Personnel 1958 1
10 Asbury 1955-56 | 5
10 Athialy, C.K. 1956 1
10 Atwood, Margaret G. 1958 1
10 Austerman, Alfred E. 1957 1
11 Baessler, Rose — Gospel Broadcasting Association 1956 1
12 Bailey, Forrest H. 1956 1
13 Baker Book House — Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge 1959 4
14 Barnard, J. Davis 1958 1
14 Barnhouse, Donald Grey 1957 1
14 Baumann, Edward 1959 1
14 Beal, Richard S. 1956 1
15 Bennet, James E. 1956 3
16 Benson, David — Fuller alum 1959 2
17 Berea Bible Institute, Hong Kong — Benjamin Chen 1958 3
18 Bethel College 1959 2
19 Black, Everett 1956 3
20 Blackie, Donald 1956 3
21 Blinco, Joe 1956 1
22 Blower, Howard E. 1956-58 | 12
22 Bob Jones University — Marshall Neal 1958 6
23 Boehle, Nancy 1959 1
23 Boehmer, John E. 1958 2
24 Boice, Sadie 1959 2
24 Boice, W.E. 1955 2
25 Bolten, John 1955 8




26 Bowes, Charles R. Building 1958 4
27 Breckenridge, James 1959 1
27 Bright, Bill 1959 2
28 Brown, Exa 1956 1
28 Brusseau, William E. 1956 3
29 Buck, Lyle B. 1957 2
30 Buffum, Herbert 1956 2
31 Burgan, LuAnne 1958 2
31 Burkhart, Vincent 1956 1
32 Burton College — Fred E. Stemme 1953-56 | 10
33 Butler, G. Paul 1958 2
34 Cady, James C. 1956 1
35 California Baptist Theological Seminary 1955-60 | 7
36 California Teachers’ Association 1958 2
37 Call, Merlin 1958 1
37 Calvin Seminary 1959 2
37 Campbell, Ruth N. 1957 1
38 Campbell, S.W. 1958 1
39 Campion, Patricia 1958 4
40 Carlson, Arvid 1955-57 | 7
41 Carr, Richard 1958 1
41 Carter, R.F. 1958 1
41 Cascade College 1957 1
41 Casebier, Estell R. 1958 1958 1
42 Cassidy, Michael 1957 4
43 Caswell, Norman 1959 7
44 Cherry, Thomas - Fuller Theological Seminary student 1957 2
44 Choon, Chang Chang 1959 2
45 Christian Century, Christianity Today, Christian Beacon 1958-60 | 12
46 Christian Endeavor 1957 3
47 Clark, Homer P. 1958 1
47 Cole, Edward B. 1959 1
47 Coleman, J.W. 1959 1
47 Collister, Allen V. 1959 1
47 Comegys, Leonard 1955 1
47 Connor, Rose, Architect 1955 2
47 Cook, Alma 1958 1
48 Corkin, Harry B. 1957 1
48 Corrie, Norma A. 1959 1
48 Corwin, Chuck and Elouise 1958 2
48 Cory, Bernice T. — Chapel speaker 1957 1
48 Cosgrove, Joseph 1959 2
49 Cox, David (director of FTS graduate placement) 1954-59 | 12
50 Cox, David — comments on the work of FTS graduates 1956 8




51 Cox, Mayrene 1958 3
52 Cox, Robert 1958 1
53 Cragg, Kenneth G. 1958 1
53 Crawford, Percy B. 1958 1
53 Criswell, W.A. 1958 1
53 Crossman, T. Clyde 1958 1
54 Crowell, Henry C. 1956 1
55 Daun, Grenville - Fuller Theological Seminary alum 1958-59 | 8
56 David, Mrs. Charles D. 1957 2
56 Deibler, Ellis W. 1956 1
56 DeLong, Russell V. 1958 1
56 Demarest, Gary 1957-58 | 1
57 DeMott, James M. 1959 1
58 Dennison, A.D. Jr. 1959 2
58 Dinkins, Frederic R. 1958 2
58 Dorsey, William P. 1958 1
59 Dow, Robert G. 1958 5
59 Drake, Lt. Col. Dayton — Chapel speaker 1958 1
59 Drinen, Jesse S., Friends Church 1958 1
60 Dugan, Robert P. 1957 1
60 Dunkley, Sylvia E. 1957 2
61 Ebling, Paul 1959 3
62 Eerdmans 1959 2
63 Enns, P.A. - gift 1958 1
64 Evans, Robert P. — Chapel speaker 1957 1
65 Ferwerds, John E. 1958-59 | 6
66 Flack, Frank W. 1958 1
66 Fletcher book (The New Birth) offer — A.J. Smith 1959 4
67 Franklin, Arthur L. 1956-58 | 4
67 Franks, Glenda 1959 1
68 Frantz, Chester 1959 2
68 Frederich, Robert C. 1959 1
68 Freed, Paul E. 1957 2
68 Friesen, Isaac I. 1958 2
69 Fromer, Paul and Margaret 1959 2
69 Fuller, Charles E. - letter to Radio Friends, Dec 10, 1957 1957 1
69 Fussell, Jerome J. 1957-58 | 2
70 Gabler, Russell A. 1957 2
70 Gaebelein, Frank 1957 2
70 Gates, Alan 1959 1
70 Geddes, Peter 1955 1
70 Gerry, Bob 1957 2
70 Gieser, Richard 1958 1
70 Goffigon, John P, 1958 2




70 Green, Leland 1955-57 | 3
70 Greig, William 1958 2
70 Griset, Lorin 1958 1
71 Groen, Gerrit P. 1958 1
72 Grunigen, Arnold 1954-56 | 19
73 Guder, Eileen L. 1958 2
73 Guekguezian, Bernard 1958 2
73 Guffin, Gilbert L. 1958 2
73 Gwinn, Bill 1958 2
Box 2: Presidential Correspondence1954-1959 - Carnell
Folder Correspondent Date | #
1 H
2 Haggard, Cornelius 1959 1
2 Halverson, Richard C. 1957-58 | 3
2 Hamilton, Richard R. 1958 2
2 Harper Brothers 1959 4
2 Harris, Thomas 1958 4
2 Hart, Edward B. 1958 1
2 Hass, Donald J. 1958 3
2 Hatfield, Mark O. 1958 2
2 Hatori, Akira 1957 4
2 Heimbeck, Rae 1958 1
3 Hemphill, Joseph 1958 4
4 Henry, Margaret 1958 2
4 Herring, Robert 1958 1
4 Herrstrom, Bruce C. 1959 2
4 Hicks, Donald N. 1958 2
4 Hilton, Robert 1957 3
4 Hiltsley, Milton and Ruth 1958 2
4 Hirsch, Harold - gift of Papal Encyclicals 1958 2
5 Holsinger, Paul H. 1956 1
6 Hormel, John G. 1956-59 |6
7 Houghton College 1957 7
8 Hovee, Gene H. 1958
9 Howe, Fred 1958 4
10-11 | Hubbard, David Allan 1959 6
12 Hughes, Morlais 1959 2
12 Humberd Press 1957 2
13 Hutchins, James Henry — Lake Ave. Cong. Church 1959 7
13 Hutchinson, Warner A. — Chaplain 1958 2
14 Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 1954-59 | 14




14 International Fellowship of Evangelical Students 1955-56 | 4
14 International Students 1956 1
15 Jackson, Cy — Public Relations, Fuller Theological Seminary 1955-58 | 40
16 Jackson, John L. M.C. — thank you for polio shots 1956 1
17 James, J.W. — Good Shepherd Baptist Church Silsbee, Texas 1959 1
18 Jenkins, Farrell D. 1957 2
19 Jennings, William 1957 1
20 Jepson, Alvin S. campus minister, Presbyterian Student Center 1959-60 | 4
21 John, Widuan T.1., So. India 1959 3
22 Johnson, Bob, Evangelical Free Church of North Hollywood 1957 2
22 Johnson, David H., Evangelical Alliance Mission 1957 1
22 Johnson, Edwin 1959 1
22 Johnson, Gilbert H., Evangelical Theological Society 1958 2
22 Johnson, Robert K. 1957 1
22 Johnson, Torrey M. 1957 2
23 Jordan, Earl F. - books given to Fuller 1959 2
24 K 1955-58 | 10
25 Katter, Calvin 1958 5
26 Kawahard, Harry & Don Ehat, Melbourne Crusade 1959 4
27 Keller, Hamilton 1955 5
28 Kendal, Fred 1959 6
29 Kershner, Howard E. 1957-59 | 13
30 Kim, Joon Gon & Klenck, Gordon re Joon Kim, Apologetics notes | 1958 2
30 King's Business Norman B. Rohrer, ed. re Wilbur Smith interview | 1958 2
31 Kirkpatrick, Bernice (Mrs. Dudley) 1959 3
32 L 1956-59 | 10
33 Ladd, George Eldon, Chairman, Library Committee, cc. Ehlert Dec 3, 1957
34 Larsen, Paul E. 1959 1
35 Lentzsch, Ray - News Bureau Director 1958 3
36 Liang, Anna Creigton 1957 5
37 Los Angeles Baptist City Mission, correspondence and brochures | 1956 4
38 M 1958-59 |8
39 McClelland, Sylvia 1958 2
39 McKowen, Paul 1959 2
39 McLaughlin, H.E. 1958 2
39 MacPherson, David — Wheaton College 1952 1
40 Malefyt, Calvin S. — Park St. Church College Department 1959 2
40 Maltbie, F.C. 1959 2
40 Martin, Hal H. 1959 1
41 Massengill, Edward and Anna 1959 3
42 Masuda, John 1958 2
43 Meye, Robert 1959 2
44 Mickelsen, John K. 1957 2
44 Ministers' Life — insurance 1957 3




44 Moody Press 1957 2
45 Mounce, Robert 1958 1
45 Mull, William W. 1959 6
45 Munger, Robert B. 1957 1
46 N 1955-59 |7
47 National Association of Manufacturers 1954 3
47 National Parks, a Christian Ministry in 1958 1
48 National Council of Churches 1957-58 |5
49 Naujoks, Wilfried J. 1958 2
50 Nelson, Carl 1959 9
51 Nesbit, Ernest — First Baptist Church of Van Nuys 1959 2
51 Nicole, Roger 1959 2
51 Nielsen, Charles 1959 2
52 Nilsson, Joseph E. 1958 9
53 Nuveen, John 1958 4
54 Nyquist, Harold C. 1955 2
54 Nyvall Lectures, invitation to deliver 1959 2
55 ) 1958 6
56 Ockenga, Harold. Telegram re grant 1954 1
57 Ockenga, Harold 1958 1
58 Olsen, Erling 1958-59 |5
59 P 1957-59 |12
59 Pasadena Chamber of Commerce 1957 3
60 Pasadena College — News release 1957 2
61 Payne, Barton 1958 2
62 Peden, Earl C. 1959 5
63 Penwell, Lura B. — "new evangelicalism" 1959 1

Box 3: Presidential Correspondence1954-1959 - Carnell

Folder Correspondent Date | #
1 R
2 Ray, Chandu - Pakistan 1958 5
3 Rees, Paul 1954-58 | 12
4 Rhoad, George W. — Gospel Furthering Fellowship, Nairobi 1959 3
5 Rhoads, Ross - evangelist 1959 4
6 Robinson, Dow and Lois 1957-58 | 6
7 S 1958-59 | 12
8 Salisian, Steve. Congratulations from Carnell on election to school | 1957 1

board of Pasadena

9 Scripture Press 1958 2
10 Shaffer, Donald R. 1959 3
11 Shankle, Joseph 1959-60 | 4
12 Shannon, Foster H. 1958-59 | 3
13 Sholund, Milford — Gospel Light Press 1956-59 | 18




14 Sibley, R.P. 1959 2
15 Simpson Bible College 1959 2
16 Smith, Wilbur 1956 1
17 Southeastern Bible College 1958-59 | 4
18 Stapf, Alfred 1954-56 | 1
19 Steele, Francis R. — North Africa Mission 1958 4
20 Stitt, J. Howard 1958 2
21 Stockwell, Marjorie 1958 1
22 Stonehouse, Ned B. 1959 2
23 Stover, Bob 1966 1
24 Sunday School Times 1958-59 | 3
25 Sycip, Alfonzo 1958 2
26 T 1957-58 | 6
27 Tan, Tiat Han, Manila — Vernon Carvey, alum 1957-59 | 8
28 Taylor, Herbert J. 1954-60 | 4
29 Taylor University, Association of Evangelical Students 1958 4
30 Thanksgiving invitations — Mrs. Kimber, secretary 1959 5
31 Thurber, Benjamin W. 1959 3
32 Trost, Theoldore 1959 1
33 Turner, Wallis A., class of '51 1959 2
34 U 2
35 United Church of Christ 1959 2
36 United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare 1955,59 | 5
37 University of Chicago 1958 2
38 University of Southern California 1955 3
39 Upland College 1956-57 | 5
40 \ 1958-59 | 5
41 Vaiden, W.R. 1958 1
42 W 8
43 Walker, Harvey — designated giving 1955 6
44 Ward, Gilbert J. — represented Carnell for Ryrie's inauguration 1958 2
45 Warren, Claude - New Evangelicalism 1958 2
46 Weber, Don. Memo and note from Carnell 1958 2
47 Weniger, G. Archer — New Evangelicalism 1958-59 | 5
48 Western Theological Library Association 1958 2
49 Westminster Presbyterian Church request for FTS promotional film | 1958 1
50 Weyerhaeuser, Mrs. F.E. 1957 1
51 Whittier College 1959 4
52 Williamson, Bob 1956-61 | 3
53 Women’s Auxiliary 1954-50 | 2
54 Yosemite National Park — Alfred G. Glass 1958 2
55 Youngblood, Ronald 1958 3
56 Yuill, Loren 1958 2
57 Zondervan 1954-58 | 3




58 Carnell to Faculty 1954, 1955
59 Carnell to Faculty 1955, 1956
60 Carnell to Faculty 1956-57

61 Carnell to Members of the Board of Trustees - fundraising Nov 5, 1957
62 Carnell to Faculty 1957-58

63 Carnell to Faculty regarding New Evangelicals 1958

64 Recommendations and Reference letters 1954-59

65 Sample Thank You letters

66 Thank You letters to donors 1956-59

Box 4: President’s & Dean's Correspondence 1954-1959 Carnell &

Granberg
1 Thank You letters to donors 1956-59
2 Prospective donors 1956-59
3 Alumni
4 Letters to alumni
5-6 | Chapel committee correspondence — Carlton Booth 1958-60
7 Carnell/Granberg 1954-56
8 Carnell/Granberg 1957
9 Carnell/Granberg 1958-59
10 President's office — Mrs. Anne Kimber 1959
11 President's office / Robert Bunn 1960
12 Dean Lars Granberg recommendations of students 1960
13-20 | Dean Lars Granberg correspondence 1955-60
21 Carnell article: “beware of The “New Deism”” in His Article in response 5/52
12/51
22 An Introduction to Christian Apologetics review Moody Monthly 1948
23 Letter from Ruth Nelson re Carnell’s availability for 1949
speaking engagements
24 Proposed statement of Faith for the catalog 1949/50
25 Letters from Faculty Secretary to Sam Smith (Immanuel | 1949
Mennonite Church), Bernard Ramm, and Carnell
26 Publishers permission to quote 1949-50
27 Clark, Gordon H., Butler University, Philosophy dept. re | 1950
Brightman on Catholics
28 Letters Carnell to Jewett, Paul King and to Thiessen, 1950
Lois re Inter-Varsity
29 Letter to faculty from Chairman of Practical Work - Carnell
30 A Philosophy of the Christian Religion review Calvin Forum 1952

Box 5: Personal & Presidential papers 1948-1960 - Carnell

Folder

Item

Note

1

Faculty Committee appointments

1951-60

10



2 Report, Assoc. of Theological Schools, funding 1953

3 Brochure for Second annual Burbank Evening School of | 1954
the Bible 1954: taught by Carnell, Charles Woodbridge
and Charles Roddly.

4 Syllabus: Systematic Theology 1954

5 Carnell quoted in Los Angeles Times Nov 21, 1954

6 Inaugural Address: The Glory of a Theological Seminary | 1955

6 Inaugural order of service 1955

7 Letter of dismissal to Arnold Ehlert 1955

8 Frank Laubach brochure and invitation €.1955

9 Biographical Account of Edward John Carnell, President | And clipping

10 Bulletin of FTS, regular column: “From President Fall 1954 - Sum 1959
Carnell”

11 Memo to faculty re chapel assignment date 12/15/54

12 President’s Reports 1955-59

13 Seminary policy on materials reproduced at FTS 1955

14 Fundraising letters 1955-1959

15 News Releases 1955

16 Promotional letter 1955

17 Promotional trip 1955

18 Financial reports 1955-60

19 Student suggestions for improvements 1956

20 Mclntire — Korean Truth Squad 1956

21 Pasadena (Nazarene) College packet of information. 1956
Booklet by Westlake Purkiser, PR and Vision booklets

22 Public Relations committee minutes, Financial Aid 1956
bibliography, “Items for consideration” agenda.

23 Administrative Committee minutes 1956-62

24 Annual reports by Dean of Students 1956-59

25 Correspondence with Paul Van Oss 1956-59

Box 6: Personal & Presidential papers 1956-1961

Folder Item Note
1 Carnell’s correspondence with Don Weber, Assistant to the 1955
President
2-3 | Carnell’s correspondence with Don Weber 1956
Memo from Charles E. Fuller via Lindsell re annuities 1/31/56
4 Carnell’s correspondence with Don Weber, Assistant to the 1957
President
5 Executive meetings 1957-58
6 Publications committee 1957
7 Report on Summer Gospel Team 1957

11



8 Itinerary for a promotional trip with Don Weber, press release re 1958
Bromiley and Bower.
9 Ready Reference Fact Sheet 1958
10 Carnell’s correspondence with Don Weber, Assistant to the 1958
President
11 Letter from Lars Granberg re Payton Lectureship, memo to Weber | 1958
12 ATS Meeting announcement, Economics of Theological Education | 1958
and Financial Aid reports
13 Christmas card list 1958
14 Fuller Theological Seminary recommended bibliography — Wilbur | 1958, 1960
Smith and other faculty. List of faculty publications
15 Graduate Placement, by State and Country June, 1959
16 Carnell’s correspondence with Don Weber, Assistant to the 1959
President
17 Letter to Friends of Fuller re alumni Higuchi, Rhoads, Wagner; new | March 25,
faculty Bromiley and Bower 1959
18 Operation Awareness — student event 1959
19 Fuller Bible Conference - Mount Hermon 1959
19 Dr. Carnell Luncheon, monthly talks on Protestant History at the c. 1959
Los Angeles University Club
20 Analysis of promotional costs 1959
21 Progress Report to 1959, promotional brochure, news release. Ray | 1959
Lentzsch.
22 Carnell’s correspondence with Don Weber, Assistant to the 1960-61
President
23 Carnell business card design and Seal
Box 7: Personal & Presidential papers 1954-2008
Folder Item Note
1-2 | The Case for Orthodoxy controversy, clippings Correspondence 1954-64
3 The Case for Orthodox Theology controversy 1959-1964
correspondence
4 Partial manuscript commenting on The Case for c. 1960
Orthodoxy
5 Manuscript on modern medicine and Christian charity
6 James P. Morgan note 1963
7 Hubbard letter to Gowler re Jean Carnell’s acceptance 1965
to Westmont
8 A Bibliography of Carnell’s writings 1948-1966
9 Report for Inter-Seminary Committee re Ten Year 3/1/66
Planning
10 Moral and Spiritual Values Essay by Carnell c. 1967
11 Cummins Berkeley confernence on ecumenism, 1967

12




Robinson report on Carnell at this meeting

12 Telegrams re the death of Carnell 1967

13 Tributes to Carnell 1967

14 A Tribute to Dr. Edward John Carnell Alumni newsletter Spring
Clippings saved by the Carnell family includeing 1967, pp 3-4.
telegrams of congratulations.
Photos at Mt. Hermon and in the classroom

15 Christian Century article evaluating Carnell

16 Memo from Hubbard re Carnell’s check 1967

17 Letter Bill Gwinn to Shirley Carnell 1967

18 Nash correspondence re Carnell Anthology 1967-68

19 Sims book on Carnell 1969, 1978

20 Hubbard letter to Shirley Carnell 1970

21 Curley/Lindsell correspondence re Carnell portrait 1970

22 Nelson correspondence re the Carnell Project 1976-82

23 Carnell Memorial Portrait correspondence

24 Memorials

25 Article: Fundamentalism at Harvard; the case of E.J. 1982
Carnell

26 Reissue of Carnell’s books 2008

27 Celebrating the Legacy of Edward John Carnell John A. Sims, 2008

Audio Recordings of Carnell Addresses on CD

Folder Title of Address Date
26 Baccalaureate Address: “The Curse and Cure of the Sin of Unbelief” 1958
26 Lecture on Karl Barth 5/15/62
26 The Raising of the Widow’s Son (Luke 7:11-16) 11/13/62
26 Carnell and the New Evangelicalism — Payton Lecture by Marsden, 1987
26 | Charisma in the 20™ Century — Faculty Forum with Bromiley, Ladd, | 11/2/65
Charles Farah, George Pattison
26 New Opportunities to Broaden Your Outlook Sep 1964
26 Protestant-Catholic Ecumenicity (with Paul K. Jewett, Fr. Dignam, 5/14/64
Professor Christopher)
27 | Carnell photos on CD \
CD Recordings of the 2008 Celebration of Edward John Carnell
28 Speaking the Truth in Love by Rich Mouw Mar 5, 2008
28 | The Legacy of Edward John Carnell by Dr. John A. Sims Mar 5, 2008
28 Luncheon Remembering Edward John Carnell: Gary Demarest, Mar 5, 2008
Don Weber, Bill Dyrness, David H. Wallace, Warren Becker

13
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